
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Wisconsin Conference Journal 

48 Daily Proceedings 
 
 
 
I:\WisConf\2010 Journal\Journal\Word Files\Daily Proceedings-2010 Wisconsin Annual Conference - 
JournalFormatted.docx 
Last saved on 9/30/2010 6:53:00 PM 

DAILY PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

41ST SESSION 
OF THE 

WISCONSIN ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
HELD IN LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN 

JUNE 13-16, 2010 

Sunday Afternoon, June 13, 2010 
Clergy Session 

Clergy members of the Wisconsin Conference gathered in South Hall B of the La Crosse 
Center in La Crosse, Wisconsin at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 13, 2010 for the Clergy 
Session of the conference.  The minutes of the Clergy Session are printed at the 
conclusion of these Daily Proceedings. 

 

Laity Session 

[Editor’s Note:  This report of the Laity Session was prepared by Dorthy Radley, 
Conference Lay Leader, and Deanna Shimko Associate, Conference Lay Leader.] 

The Wisconsin Conference Board of Laity offered the “Annual Conference 101” training 
twice on Sunday afternoon, once before and once after the Laity Session, to give 
opportunity to both clergy and laity to attend and for those who were not able to attend at 
the Pre-Conference meetings. 

The Laity Session was held in South Hall A of the La Crosse Center, which served as the 
plenary area for the 2010 Annual Conference Session.  The Laity Session began at 3:00 
p.m. 

Acoustic Grace, the praise band from Zion United Methodist Church in Chippewa Falls, 
opened our session with music that filled the air, our hearts and souls with the spirit of 
God.   

Susan Eaton Mendenhall invited us through interpretative dance to open our hearts to 
God’s presence and possibilities, danced to the song Open, and later to Come to the Edge, 
to where we trust what God’s Spirit is asking our hearts and souls to be in ministry.  

We shared “our” stories.  Diane Schobert, Dean of “Faith Alive!,” Curtis Wittwer, 
Associate Dean, and Denise Retzleff, who has just completed the “Faith Alive!” course, 
spoke. Denise talked about how “Faith Alive!” has impacted her life, changed the way in 
which she lives out her faith in her everyday life and how “Faith Alive!” helped to 
prepare and equip her to say YES when she was invited to become the Winnebago 
District Lay Leader.  
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We shared “our” story.  Judy Vasby and Tabatha Yang talked about the Hmong House of 
Good News in Milwaukee, and how lives have been changed, encouraged, helped and 
befriended with the support of the Hmong House of Good News. Tabatha said that 
Hmong House of Good News is a social service project serving the elderly Hmong 
population in greater Milwaukee.  It was started by United Methodist Women who heard 
the concern of Kady Her Yang about the Hmong elders that she knew who were suffering 
depression from being culturally and socially isolated while their families went to work 
or school.  Some had contemplated suicide.  Hmong House of Good News opened March 
3, 2008.  Three days a week elders come to HHGN for  breakfast.  They talk with other 
elders, participate in activities, and eat lunch together.  Once a week there is Bible study 
led by local Hmong pastors from several denominations.  And there is exercise class plus 
weaving, sewing, learning English, gardening, learning about good health and hygiene 
practices, learning about American customs, and occasional field trips. One challenge is 
providing transportation for the Hmong elders because many cannot afford to pay for 
transportation.  Tabatha helps to arrange public transportation for some and rides for 
others. It has been difficult to maintain operations during the past year, but due to 
generous donations from local churches and units of the UMW HHGN has been able to 
provide this much needed ministry.  At present, average attendance is 10 to 14, weather 
depending.  There are many more Hmong elders who would like to come, and with your 
generous support we hope to be able to provide transportation to this ministry.  Tabatha 
thanked everyone for gifts of money, craft supplies, food and for the volunteers who help 
with programming and egg roll fundraisers.  Tabatha commended all of those who 
supported the Hmong House of Good News, enabling HHGN to reach out to the Hmong 
elders in the Milwaukee area.  

We shared “our” story.  Sherian Foster, the Capital/Coulee District Lay Servant Minister, 
talked about the opportunities for learning and getting equipped that Lay Servant 
Ministry continues to offer to those who are seeking to learn, explore and grow in their 
ministry. The question was asked, “Are you feeling called into Ministry as a Lay 
person?”  You will learn real-life, how-to-do-it ways to serve in each of the three areas: 
Caring Ministries, Leadership, and Preaching.  Example courses are “Leading Small 
Groups,” “Preaching in the Wesleyan Tradition,” “Church Development,” and “Servant 
Leadership Prayer.” Each District has opportunities and we encourage everyone to look 
at the district website for the offerings in your area.   

We shared “our” story.  Barbara Dick introduced Catalyst. Barbara talked about Catalyst 
as a movement of the Wisconsin Annual Conference that began when lay and clergy 
leaders across the conference (our conference lay leader, the strategic implementation 
team, the young clergy group known as Quad or Q, the bishop and cabinet, and Dan Dick 
our Director of Connectional Ministries) recognized the critical need for healthier 
relationships among leaders and called for change. Catalyst is a grassroots movement in 
every region of the state as well as a mandate from top leadership. Catalyst is about 
inviting clergy and laity to partner in true leadership: leadership that doesn’t rely on 
functional roles or titles but on the grace of God, the love of Christ, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit to transform the world.  This leadership can energize and motivate entire 
communities. This leadership gives witness to the power of the Holy Spirit at work in our 
lives through the ways we live the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
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Acoustic Grace filled the air with wonderful music as we concluded our Laity Session 
and moved into the space where laity were able to gather with the District Leaders. All 
were invited to participate in the meeting and sharing time with each District and to 
discuss and respond to the World Café questions. 

Sunday Evening, June 13, 2010 
Members and friends of the Wisconsin Annual Conference gathered in the worship area, 
which was located in South Hall B of the La Crosse Center, at 7:30 p.m. for the Service 
of Ordination of Elders. 

The processional hymn was “For All the Saints.”  Bishop Linda Lee called the 41st 
Session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference to order, and offered words of greeting and 
prayer.  She invited all those present to reaffirm the call to ministry that is inherent in our 
Christian baptism. 

Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, and Richard Strait, Chairperson of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, presented Carrie Kreps Wegenast, whose ordination in the Wisconsin 
Congregational Association was recognized in 2008, to be received into full membership 
in the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  

Radley and Strait then presented the following persons to be ordained Elder and received 
into full membership in the Wisconsin Annual Conference: 

 William A. Busch 
 Jeremy Reed Deaner 
 George James Kafer 
 Arveda “Freddie” Kirk 
 Joshua D. Pegram 
 
Bishop Lee asked for the assent of the gathered congregation for their ordination and 
reception into full membership.  It was given joyfully!   

The Onalaska United Methodist Church choir sang “How Great Is Our Lord” by Chris 
Tomlin. 

The Gospel Lesson for this service was read from Matthew 6:19-21. 

Bishop Jong Kuk Won of the Dong Bu Conference of the Korean Methodist Church 
preached the sermon.  He spoke in Korean with English translation by a member of the 
Dong Bu Conference. 

An offering was taken to support the Clergy in Transition Fund and the Dong Bu 
Conference of the Korean Methodist Church.  During the offering “Grupo Alabanza 
Unida” provided music.  

Bishop Lee explained the meaning of ordination to the congregation, and asked the 
candidates for ordination the questions for ordinands prescribed by The Book of 
Discipline of The United Methodist Church. They all answered the questions 
appropriately.  

Bishop Lee, assisted by Bishop Jong Kuk Won of the Dong Bu Conference of the Korean 
Methodist Church, Conference Lay Leader Dorthy Radley, the District Superintendents, 
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and other ordained deacons and elders, ordained William A. Busch, Jeremy Reed Deaner, 
George James Kafer, Arveda “Freddie” Kirk, and Joshua D. Pegram as Elders in The 
United Methodist Church, with the laying on of hands and prayer.  Bishop Lee then 
received Carrie Kreps Wegenast as a full member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church. 

Members of the retiring class of 2010 recognized those who were ordained and 
welcomed them as full members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  They presented 
the ordinands with stoles that were made by Pleh Meh, a refugee from Burma who is 
sponsored by the Burlington United Methodist Church. 
 
Following the singing of the hymn “We Are God’s People,” Bishop Lee, assisted by 
Bishop Jong, celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  The newly ordained elders 
served communion to the gathered congregation.  During the distribution of the elements, 
the Onalaska United Methodist Church choir sang “God Speaking” by Ronnie Freeman. 
Grupo Alabanza Unida sang “Tu Fidelidad” and “De Gloria En Gloria.” 

 Following the celebration of the sacrament, Bishop Lee offered an “Invitation to Hear 
God’s Call to Ministry.” Those who sensed God’s Spirit within them calling them to a 
deeper commitment to following Christ were invited to come forward and offer 
themselves to God’s service. A number of persons came forward in response to the call. 
They were greeted by the District Superintendents. 

The recessional hymn was “Hope of the World.”    The postlude, performed by the 
Trinity Brass from Trinity UMC in Beaver Dam, was “Achieved Is the Glorious Work” 
by Joseph Haydn. 

Following the ordination service, the congregation greeted the newly ordained elders at a 
reception which was held in the Ballroom of the La Crosse Center.  

Music leadership for the service was provided by Mrs. Kit Ulman and Mrs. Nadine 
Anderson, Piano/Keyboard.  Mr. Cory Groves directed the Onalaska United Methodist 
Chancel Choir.  Mr. Oscar Diaz directed Grupo Alabanza Unida.  Other members of the 
group were Mr. Victor Poline, Mr. Danny Carmargo, Mr. Abraham Martinez.  Mr. Tom 
Patterson directed the Trinity Brass. Members of the group were Mr. Jerry Anderson, Ms. 
Denise Patterson, and Mr. Todd Halverson.  

Members of the cabinet participating in the service were: Rev. Stephen J. Polster, Rev. 
Ann Spindt Henschel, Rev. Jorge Mayorga Solis, Rev. Gordon Lind, and Rev. Sam 
Royappa.   Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry served as ushers for the service. 

Monday Morning, June 14, 2010 
Bishop Linda Lee called the conference to order at 8:17 a.m.  She invited everyone to 
stand and sing “This is The Day.” 

The Bishop welcomed everyone present to this 41st Regular Session of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, and called upon Kevin Rice Myers, Conference Secretary, to lead 
the conference through the organizational items. 

Rice Myers announced that the Roll Call for this session of the Annual Conference is 
being taken at the time of registration. 
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He noted that “the bar of the conference” is the official seating area where members 
must be when voting on actions that come before the Annual Conference.  He moved: 

“that the Bar of this Conference now be established to include all of the round 
tables on the floor of  South Hall A of the La Crosse Center, the platform at the 
front of the room, and the Conference Secretary’s tables to my right.” 

The motion to set the bar of the conference was approved. 

He then moved that the following persons be given the privilege of sitting in the bar of 
the conference WITH VOICE: 

 Guests: 

• All clergy members from other Annual Conferences or Denominations who are 
serving United Methodist Churches or ministries in the Wisconsin Conference 

• Our guests from the Dong Bu Conference of the Korean Methodist Church 
• Scott Anderson, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Council of Churches 
• David Ogden, Consultant to the Joint Board of Pensions, Insurance and 

Equitable Compensation 
• Representative from various General Church Agencies and Programs, United 

Methodist Colleges and Seminaries, and The United Methodist Publishing 
House, who have come to make presentations on behalf of their agency or 
institution 

• Various guests who will be making presentations or receiving recognitions 
throughout the conference 

• Vice-Chairs of Conference Boards and Agencies who are not members of the 
Annual Conference 

• Michele Virnig, Conference Communications Director 
 
He noted that our Conference rules provide that the Lay directors and coordinators on the 
Conference Staff who fall within the guidelines of the Book of Discipline are voting 
members of the Annual Conference.  Michele Virnig, our Communications Director, does 
not fall within those guidelines, and therefore, although we employ her, we must give her 
permission to sit within the bar. 

The motion was approved. 

Rice Myers moved that the following persons to be given the privilege of sitting in the 
bar of the Conference WITHOUT VOICE OR VOTE: 

Staff: 

• Episcopal Administrative Assistant: Cindy Churan 
• Regional Office Administrators: Bonita Smith, Barb Ridgely, Barb Franken 
• Conference Registrars: Karen Lamoree and Diane Williams 
• Conference Computer Support Specialist: Pat Faulkner  
• Conference Communications Assistant: Kaitlin Hilbo 
• Service Department Manager: Katie Hoeppner 
• Conference Archivist: Lynn Lubkemann 
• Program and Arrangements Committee members who are not Conference 

members 
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• Members of the Commission on Religion and Race and the Commission on 
Status and Role of Women, who are present for the purpose of monitoring 

• Video Technicians and Audio Technicians 
• Seminary students related to the Wisconsin Conference who are certified 

candidates for ministry 
• Supply pastors who are serving churches in the Wisconsin Conference 
 

He noted that Sherry Malone, Regional Office Administrator for the Capital/Coulee 
Region, has been elected as a voting lay member of the Annual Conference by her local 
congregation. 

The motion was approved. 

He then moved that the following persons be elected as tellers and assistant secretaries 
for this session of the Annual Conference: 

Tellers 
Jeanne Jones 
Cindy Glocke 
Craig Conklin 
Mary Anne Conklin 
Lynn Schreck 
Darlene Reichmann 
Grace Baldridge  
Mike Weaver 
Gail Mitchell 
Mike Christensen 
Anita Genrich 
Bill Dow 
Dan Dougherty 
Peter Nelson 
Lisa Weaver 

Assistant Secretaries 
Cindy Churan 
Ron Kral 
Sherry Malone 
Jean Nicholas 
Marjorie Rice Myers 
Carolyn Saunders 

 
The motion to elect tellers and assistant secretaries was approved. 

Rice Myers noted that there are three additional Action Items that are located in the 
packet.  Two of these replace action items that were printed in the Pre-Conference 
Workbook. 

He also noted that there are three additional action items to be distributed which were 
received after the deadline for submission of reports.  They are: 

Action Item 24: Conference Budget Reduction Percentage Resolution 
Submitted by: Board of Congregation and Circuit Development 

Action Item 25:  Resolution Regarding Our Current Crisis 
Submitted by:   Rom Pegram, Stan Pegram, Wendell Williams 

Action Item 26: 2010 Call to Action on Immigration Reform 
Submitted by: The Immigration Task Force of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference 
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He moved “that Conference Rule 2.3.4 be suspended in order to allow the distribution of 
these three late resolutions.” 

The motion to suspend the rule was approved. 

Rice Myers explained the Proposed Consent Agenda, and made the following motion 
regarding the procedure for implementing the Consent Agenda at this session of the 
Annual Conference: 

“In accordance with Conference Rule 2.3.3, I move that the following procedure 
for dealing with the Consent Agenda be adopted by this session of the Annual 
Conference: 

The Proposed Consent Agenda will be placed before the Annual 
Conference at the opening plenary session.  Opportunity will be given 
at that time to remove items from the Proposed Consent Agenda.   
Removal of an item from the Proposed Consent Agenda shall require at 
least 100 votes.  Any items removed from the Consent Agenda shall be 
placed on the Regular Agenda for consideration by the conference 
during a later plenary session.  The Annual Conference will then vote 
on the items remaining on the Consent Agenda during the opening 
plenary session.” 

The motion regarding the proposed consent agenda procedure was approved. 

The secretary shared several other items of information and announcements. 

Bishop Lee introduced those seated on the platform with her: Steve Polster, Assistant to 
the Bishop, Bill White, Conference Chancellor, and Kevin Rice Myers, Conference 
Secretary. 

She then recognized Bill White for his eighteen years of service as Chancellor of the 
Wisconsin Conference.  The Chancellor is the legal counsel for the Bishop.  He also 
serves as parliamentarian for our Annual Conference sessions. 

Bishop Lee noted that the Discipline provides for the election of an Associate 
Conference Chancellor.  One of Bill White’s colleagues who is also a United Methodist 
has agreed to serve in this capacity.  Bishop Lee nominated Nathan Moenck to serve as 
Associate Conference Chancellor.  He was elected by affirmation. Bishop Lee 
introduced Moenck to the Annual Conference. 

Dan Dick presented the Proposed Agenda for this Annual Conference Session, noting 
that an agenda is always a work in progress, and that changes to the schedule may be 
necessary during the course of the Annual Conference. 

He presented the Proposed Consent Agenda which includes the following Action Items: 

Action Item 1:  Local Church Camping Coordinator 
Action Item 2:  Camp and Retreat Emphasis Sunday 
Action Item 3:  New Camp Participants 
Action Item 4:   United Methodist Women’s Sunday 
Action Item 5:   United Methodist Youth Sunday 
Action Item 6:  Resolution on Lay Speaking Ministries 
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Action Item 7:  Designation of Earnings from the “New Ministries 
Fund” 

Action Item 10: Resolution Relating to Rental/Housing Allowances for 
Retired or Disabled Clergypersons of the Wisconsin 
Conference 

Action Item 13: Resolution on 2010 Formal Funding Plan for Pre-1982 
Pension Liability 

Action Item 14: Resolution on 2010 Formal Funding Plan for Retiree 
Medical Benefits 
 

Bishop Lee offered the members of the Conference the opportunity to remove items from 
the Consent Agenda.  No one requested that any item be removed.  The Consent Agenda 
was approved as presented. 

Steve Zekoff made the following motion: 

“That the Conference Rules Committee work with the Conference Secretary and 
bring to the 2011 Session an addition to Rule 2.3.0 establishing a procedure in 
our rules for the consent calendar at Annual Conference.”   

The motion was approved. 

Deb Ivanoff-Hastings presented the preliminary report of the Nominations Committee, 
noting that we will vote on the election of those nominated later in the annual conference 
session. 

Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, introduced Deana Shimko, who has agreed to 
serve as Associate Conference Lay Leader.  Shimko spoke to the Conference, and 
expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to serve in this way. 

Radley recognized the District Lay Leaders and members of the Board of Lay Ministry.  
Bishop Lee thanked Radley for her work as Conference Lay Leader. 

Jorge Mayorga Solis, Dean of the Cabinet, reported that the Cabinet has chosen to present 
its report this year by sharing information about the exciting ministries that are taking 
place in many Wisconsin United Methodist congregations.  The cabinet is particularly 
pleased by the emergence of a number of multi-cultural ministries.  This year’s report 
celebrates two of those ministries which are in Monona & Kenosha 

Rafael Cubilette and David Byers Dent spoke about the Hispanic ministry of Monona 
UMC and the merger of the congregation with Madison: First Hispanic UMC.  The 
congregations have become one multi-cultural congregation with exciting ministries to 
many different communities.  

Mayorga Solis introduced representatives from Kenosha: Immanuel, Kenosha: Korean, 
and Kenosha: Principe de Paz, who spoke about the multi-cultural ministry that is 
developing among these three congregations which share one facility. 

During each of these presentations the members of the conference watched slide 
presentations showing images of the many ministries in which these congregations are 
engaged. 
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Mayorga Solis invited representatives of many congregations from around the 
Conference to share a brief word about the exciting ministries that are taking place in 
their congregations.  Representatives from the following congregations spoke: 

Lake Geneva, Brillion: Faith, Pewaukee: Gethsemane, Marinette: First, West Allis 
Calvary, Madison: Sherman Avenue, Manitowoc: Wesley, Reedsburg, Menomonie Falls: 
Emmanuel Community, Racine: First, Green Bay: Vida Nueva, and Fennimore. 

The Cabinet celebrates all of these ministries and the good work that Wisconsin United 
Methodist Churches throughout the state are doing to share the Good News. 

The members of Cabinet presented a bouquet of flowers to the Bishop Lee to express 
their appreciation for her leadership among us. 

Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, assisted by many others, shared information 
about “Catalyst,” which is a movement for change in the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  
With singing, dancing, and a skit about change, they introduced the “Catalyst” program, 
which is designed to equip clergy and lay leaders with tools, concepts, processes, and 
resources to build, cultivate, strengthen, and support healthy relationships, and to provide 
leaders with methods, principles, and equipment to foster healthy, creative congregational 
environments and to reframe congregational leadership from managing current reality to 
becoming change agents for new possibility. 

Following the Catalyst presentation, Bishop Lee recessed the Conference for the morning 
break. 

Bishop Lee called the Conference back to order following the morning break at 10 am 

The Secretary shared announcements. 

David Malloy, Conference Liaison for The Advance, spoke on behalf of The Advance 
and thanked the Wisconsin Conference for its generous support of Advance Special 
Programs.  He noted that the Wisconsin Conference has given more than $357,000 to the 
earthquake relief efforts of The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in 
Haiti.  He reminded us that 100% of each dollar given to The Advance goes to the 
designated mission project, because the administrative costs of The Advance are paid for 
through our World Service apportionments.  He then shared a video about Advance 
Ministries and the Missionary Programs of The United Methodist Church.  

Mac Weddell, Executive Director of Northcott Neighborhood House spoke about 
ministry at Northcott, which is one of the Health and Welfare Ministries supported by the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

Dorthy Radley moved the adoption of Action Item 23: Proposed Discipleship 
Leadership Team structure to provide equivalent structure for Wisconsin Annual 
Conference Board of Discipleship.   

Dan Dick shared a PowerPoint presentation explaining the proposed role of the 
Discipleship Leadership Team. 

There was a period of questions and answers. 

Action Item 23 was approved. 

Bishop Lee called for the Order of the Day, 
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Dan Dick introduced the time of “The Community in Conversation” on the issue of 
Homosexuality.  He noted that this conversation has arisen out of a motion that was 
approved at the 2006 session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. He invited us to 
consider the following introductory questions: 

• Why are we here? 
• What do we hope to accomplish? 
• Why conversation and not “holy conferencing?” 
• How shall we proceed? 

Following the singing of “Make Us One, Lord” Dick invited the members to be in 
conversation around the tables on the following three questions: 

• On a scale of 1-10 (1 meaning absolutely no importance, 10 meaning 
extremely important), how important do you believe homosexuality is to 
our church? 

• Why do you give it the importance you do? 
• How does this discussion make you feel?  Are you pleased we’re having 

this conversation?  Why or why not? 

After approximately half an hour of table conversation, Bishop Lee invited 
representatives from each table who wished to share any comments or observations from 
their discussion to come to the microphone to speak.  A number of table representatives 
did so. 

Bishop Lee led the Conference in prayer. 

The Secretary read announcements. 

The Conference recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m. 

Monday Afternoon, June 14, 2010 
Bishop Lee called the Conference back to order at 1:35 pm. 

Mark Geisthardt, Chairperson of the Conference Council on Finance and Administration, 
shared a presentation about the process through which the Proposed 2011 Conference 
Budget has been developed. He expressed the appreciation of the Conference to those 
churches that paid more than 100% of their 2009 apportionments, those that paid 100% 
of their apportionments, and those that increased the percentage of apportionments paid 
in 2009. 

Lisa King presented the 2009 financial results.  She shared that while 2009 
apportionment receipts were $610,272 less than anticipated the Conference Boards and 
Agencies also under spent their budgets by $407,657, for a net shortfall of $202,615.  
This was much less than CF&A was at one time anticipating.  She thanked both the 
congregations of the conference for their efforts to support conference ministries, and the 
boards and agencies of the conference for their efforts to be careful in their spending. 

Sam Royappa moved to suspend Policy 10.7.1 related to District Superintendents’ 
salaries and Policy 10.7.2, related to District Superintendents’ housing allowance.  He 
noted that this motion will allow the presentation of a budget with no increase in either 
the salary or housing allowance for the District Superintendents, and that this is the third 
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year in a row that the superintendents have proposed a budget for their work with no 
increase in compensation. 

The motion to suspend policies 10.7.1 and 10.7.2 was approved. 

Geisthardt moved the 2011 Proposed Budget in order to place it before the conference 
for its consideration during this Annual Conference Session.  He noted that we will vote 
on the 2011 Proposed Budget on Wednesday afternoon during the final plenary session. 

Bishop Lee shared information about the role of the Implications Committee, which by 
our Conference Rules must consider and report upon the implications of any motion that 
would change the proposed budget by more than $10,000 before the motion can be 
considered.  She named the following members of the Implications Committee for this 
Annual Conference session: 
 Mark Geisthardt (CF&A Chairperson) 
 Jorge Luis Mayorga Solis (Dean of the Cabinet) 
 Lawrence McGuinn (Clergy) 

Laura Ida (Lay Woman) 
 Dorthy Radley (Lay Leader) 
 Ben Chojnacki (Youth) 

The members of the Implications Committee were approved. 

Steve Polster introduced Bishop Jong Kuk Won, current Bishop of the Dong Bu 
Conference of the Korean Methodist Church.  Bishop Won introduced the other members 
of the delegation from the Dong Bu Conference: his wife, Chun Young Lee, Bishop 
George Jong Park, Rev. Jae Hwang Moon, Rev. Shin Jin Park, and Pastor Hae Jin Lee.  
Bishop Won spoke to the conference with Yul Kwon translating.  He brought greetings to 
Wisconsin from the Dong Bu Conference. 

Bishop Lee shared information about some of the agreements that form the structure of 
the sister relationship between the Wisconsin Conference and the Dong Bu Conference.  
One of those agreements includes “teaching.”  She reported that Steve Polster shared a 
teaching presentation on his recent visit to Korea as part of the Wisconsin Conference 
Delegation to the Dong Bu Conference. 

Bishop Park shared stories and information about the culture of Korea, and the ministry 
of the Dong Bu Conference. 

Bishop Lee presented gifts from the Wisconsin Conference to the members of the 
delegation from the Dong Bu Conference. 

The members of the Korean Delegation presented gifts to Bishop Lee and to Steve 
Polster. 

“Q Group” - a group of young clergy who attended the 2009-2012 Quadrennial Training 
Event for church leaders – requested a moment of personal privilege to ask the question 
“What if…we strove for healthy, spiritually mature Leadership through Connection, 
Accountability and Communication?” 

Dan Dick gave instructions for the “Learning Options” that will begin at 3:30 this 
afternoon.  Those opportunities to learn how our boards and agencies serve in ministry 
throughout our conference and state are being offered by: 
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• Health and Welfare Ministries 
• Ethnic Local Church Concerns/Hispanic Ministries 
• Board of Higher Education and Student Ministries 
• Board of Congregation and Circuit Development 
• Board of Camp and Retreat Ministries 
• Board of Church and Society 

These “learning sessions” offered members of the Conference a chance to find out how 
apportionment dollars are put to work on behalf of all of the congregations of the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

Bishop Lee recessed the Conference for the afternoon break at 2:50 p.m. 

Members of the Conference attended the “Learning Options” sessions from 3:30 to 5:30 
pm, when the Conference recessed for the evening meal. 

Monday Evening, June 14, 2010 
Members and friends of the conference gathered in the worship area at 7:30 p.m. for a 
service of worship which was led by the youth of the Conference.  Music for the service 
was provided by the band “Atlas.”  The scripture lesson for the service was Luke 6:1-21.  
Bishop Linda Lee delivered a lively sermon on the “ridiculously lavish” love that God 
has for us and declared that “God is in the neighborhood!” She used the example of her 
own family reunions to illustrate how love can unite different people--even those who 
disagree.   

The offering taken during the service was designated for Northcott Neighborhood House, 
Harbor House Crisis Shelters, and the Summer Developers Program. 

A number of songs were sung during the service, including “Sanctuary,” “We Are 
Called,” “The Old Rugged Cross,” “Jesus Loves Me,” “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” and 
“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.” 

Bishop Lee expressed her appreciation to the youth for their leadership and participation 
in this service and in the Annual Conference. 

Tuesday Morning, June 15, 2010 
Bishop Lee called the Conference to order at 8:05 a.m. 

Steve Polster led the Conference in an opening prayer. 

Leigh Roberts presented the report of the Board of Church and Society.  He presented 
“Peace Pins” to Bishop Lee and the members of the Cabinet. 

Roberts moved Action Item 8: A Resolution on Health Care in our Social 
Community. 

Ben Brancel moved to amend Action Item 8 by striking the word “initially” in the first 
“Be it further resolved” paragraph and by replacing the “Finally be it resolved..” 
paragraph with the following language: 
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Finally be it resolved that local churches find ways to assure that the 
implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act be done in 
such a way so as to conform to UM Social Principles. 

The motion to amend Action Item 8 was defeated. 

Wesley White moved to amend Action Item 8 by deleting all of the last two paragraphs, 
beginning with “Be it further resolved…”  

The motion to amend Action Item 8 was approved. 

Action Item 8 was approved as amended. 

Roberts moved Action Item 9: A Resolution on our Economic Community. 

Peter Murray moved to amend Action Item 9 by adding the words “free clothing” 
following the words “food pantries” in the first “Be it further resolved” paragraph, and by 
removing the words “at least 20” in the “Finally, be it resolved…” paragraph.  The 
motion to amend was approved. 

Action Item 9 was approved as amended. 

Gail Burgess presented the report of the Board of Global Ministries. 

She shared a video describing the ministry of Harbor House Crisis Shelters in Superior, 
Wisconsin.  

Following the sharing of a PowerPoint Presentation highlighting the 13 Health and 
Welfare Ministries related to the Wisconsin Annual Conference she recognized David 
Green, chairperson of the Health and Welfare Ministries Committee, who has received 
the United Methodist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries 2010 Conference 
Related Unit Leader of the Year award. 

Susan Safford Gaul, Chairperson of the International Volunteers in Mission 
Committee of the Board of Global Ministries, shared a PowerPoint presentation about 
their recent VIM trip to Chile, and their experiences there during the earthquake this 
spring.  She thanked the Wisconsin Annual Conference for giving $13,587 to Chilean 
Earthquake Relief so far this year, and $426,251 to the Haiti Emergency.  She 
encouraged everyone to consider participating in a Volunteers in Mission Trip. 

Burgess presented Action Item 20: Covenant of Affiliation between Hillcrest Family 
Services and the Wisconsin Conference of The United Methodist Church. Hillcrest 
Family Services is a social service agency located in Dubuque, Iowa.  Hillcrest provides 
over 20 types of services, including adoptions, community health services, emergency 
services, and family services for at-risk youth. 

Gary Gansemer, President and CEO of Hillcrest, spoke to Conference about the ministry 
of Hillcrest.  

Action Item 20 was approved. 

Tom Blumenberg, Disaster Preparedness Coordinator of the Board of Global Ministries 
shared information about the Conference’s Disaster Response Programs.  

Burgess recognized all those on stage who work with Health and Welfare ministries and 
the various other Board of Global Ministries programs. 
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Donna Veatch, Community Ministries Coordinator for the Board of Global Ministries, 
presented Action item 26:  2010 Call to Action on Immigration Reform. 

After a number of persons expressed concern because distribution of this action time had 
not been completed, Bishop Lee postponed consideration of Action Item 26 to allow for 
further time for distribution. 

Scott Anderson, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Council of Churches, presented a 
report on the many ministries of the Council. 

Fran Deaner, Chairperson of the Joint Board of Pensions, Equitable Compensation 
and Health Benefits, presented information about changes in the Health Insurance 
Program that will result from the Federal Health Care Reform Act. 

Deaner moved Action Item 11: Resolution on Past Service Annuity Rate.  Action 
Item 11 was approved. 

Deaner shared information about the “Amended Action Item 12” that was included in the 
registration packet.  He moved Amended Action Item 12: Resolution on Minimum 
Compensation.  It was approved. 

Deaner expressed appreciation to Jane Daniels for her work as Conference Benefits 
Officer.  Daniels is retiring on October 1st.  The Conference recognized her work and 
thanked her with a standing ovation. 

Deaner moved the adoption of the Report of Joint Board of Pensions, Equitable 
Compensation and Health Benefits in its entirety.   It was approved.  

Bob Eagle, Retired Chaplain, introduced Fid Sailor, Madison Hospitals Chaplain.  They 
shared a video about the importance of the United Methodist Hospitals Ministry in 
Madison, and how it has touched many people’s lives.  

Jayneanne Gagner presented the following motion: 

“Be it resolved that the Wisconsin Annual Conference will discontinue the use of 
single-use plastics for food or drink consumption in all instances where practicable 
to include in its contracts for catering. 

Be it further resolved that through prophetic speaking and continued dialogue within 
our churches and communities we will lead our local churches to use whatever 
service ware they have (where practicable) or other greener options as we serve our 
congregations and communities.” 

The motion was approved. 

The secretary read announcements. 

Dan Dick, Director of Connectional Ministries, led the Conference in the second session 
of the “Community in Conversation” on the issue of Homosexuality.  

Following the singing of “They’ll Know We Are Christians by our Love,” Dick posed the 
following questions for thought: 

 How do we care for people in grace-filled ways? 
 How do we learn to seek solutions instead of fixating on problems? 
 How do we navigate the deep theological differences that often polarize us? 
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 What do we need to do to continue moving forward as Christian community in 
the midst of our differences? 

He invited the members to be in conversation around the tables on the following three 
questions: 

 What are the implications for our church if we encounter matters of faith in life 
over which we disagree but cannot discuss? 

 What are the options open to us as a church beyond “choosing sides” over 
homosexuality? 

 Seeking to understand as well as to be understood, how would you articulate 
some of the many different views concerning homosexuality (be as objective as 
possible)? 

Following the time of conversation around the tables, Bishop Lee invited representatives 
of each table that wished to do so to share thoughts on the conversation with the whole 
annual conference.  Several people did so. 

Bishop Lee closed the session with prayer, and recessed the Conference at 10:50 a.m. for 
the Retirement Recognition. 

Retirement Recognition 

Members of the Conference, friends, and relatives gathered in the worship area at 11:00 
a.m. for the Retirement Recognition.  Jeff Nicholas, a member of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry, introduced Howard Hintzman, who served as host for the Retirement 
Recognition Service. 

The service began with the singing of the hymn “Victory in Jesus.” 

Each of the retirees and their spouses who were present for the recognition was 
introduced, and invited to share words, stories and thoughts about their ministry. Those 
retiring this year are: 

 
Stuart Allen 

 Irving Case 
 Roger Clapp 
 Forrest Clark 
 Terry Dorenbush 
 Richard Fite 
 Paul Foulke 

Carol Hackbardt 
William Helwig 
Terry Hettenbach 

Don Iliff 
Larry McCann 
Jim McKay 
Lee Meissner 
Evelyn Mingle 
Lynette Peterson 
Ron Retherford 
Gary Swanson 
Jim Verkest 
Raymond Wreford 

Following the Retirement Recognition, the Conference recessed for the noon meal.  
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Memorial Service 
Members of the Conference, friends, and relatives gathered in the worship area at 2:00 
p.m. for the Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving. 

The service began with words of welcome and instruction, and the singing of the hymn 
“For All the Saints.”  Ellen Rasmussen, Debra Ivanoff-Hastings, Jorge Mayorga Solis, 
and John Sumwalt led the liturgy and read the scripture lessons from Isaiah 40:28-31, 
Psalm 84, and Revelation 21:1-7.  The congregation sang the hymn “Sing with All the 
Saints in Glory.” Bishop Linda Lee offered a Prayer of Thanksgiving.  Kevin Rice 
Myers, Conference Secretary, read the names of those clergy members, clergy spouses 
and children, and lay members of the Annual Conference who have died since the last 
session of the Annual Conference.  During the reading of the names the congregation 
sang “Lord, Let Your Kingdom Come,” accompanied by harpist Tim Berlew. 
Representatives of the families of those who have gone before us into the Church 
Triumphant since the last session of the Annual Conference were invited to come forward 
and light a candle in memory of their loved one.  Additional names were added to the list 
of those remembered in this service by members of the congregation.  Following the 
reading of the names of those who have died Bishop Linda Lee offered words of 
Dismissal and Blessing, and the congregation sang “Joy in the Morning.”  The postlude, 
“Amazing Grace,” was played on the bagpipes by Douglas Weidenbach. 

Justin Lowe served as pianist for the service. 

Tuesday Afternoon Plenary  
Bishop Lee called the Conference to order at 3:15 p.m. 

Markus Wegenast, Chairperson of the Board of Higher Education and Student 
Ministry, presented the report of the Board and shared a video about the work of the 
various campus ministries supported by the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  

Bill White, Conference Chancellor, shared information about “The Crossing,” which is 
the ecumenical campus ministry at the University of Wisconsin – Madison that is the 
successor to the Wesley Foundation of Madison. 

White presented a Revised Action Item 21: Resolutions Related to the Wesley 
Foundation of Wisconsin, Inc. – Madison.  This action item is intended to protect the 
assets of the Wesley Foundation should The Crossing cease to function in campus 
ministry, and to ensure that those assets continue to be used for campus ministry.   
Revised Action Item 21 was approved as presented. 

Bishop Lee offered a prayer of thanksgiving for the many lives that have been touched by 
the Wesley Foundation – Madison over a period of 95 years. 

Wegenast introduced a video presentation about the Black College Fund.  Due to 
technical difficulties, it was not possible to play the correct video at this time. 

Amanda M.D. Stein requested a moment of personal privilege to share concerns about 
and for one of the clergy members of our Annual Conference who is experiencing 
difficult times.  

The Black College Fund Video was played at this time.  
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Richard Strait, Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry, spoke about the work 
of the Board, and invited each congregation to participate in the ministry of recruitment.  
He explained the requirements of the Course of Study for Local Pastors and the 
Provisional Residency Program for Provisional Members, and encouraged congregations 
to allow their pastors the time needed to complete these requirements.  He also shared 
information about the “Lewis Pastoral Leadership Inventory” program, and invited each 
congregation and clergy person to explore this program as an opportunity for professional 
growth and development.  

Gail Burgess presented Action Item 26: 2010 Call to Action on Immigration Reform, 
which had been postponed earlier in the day in order to allow additional time for 
distribution of the printed resolution. 

Steve Hanusa moved to amend Action Item 26 by adding the words “in opposition to” 
following the words “other states” in the “Therefore…” paragraph. 

Mary Lou Taylor offered a substitute motion for the amendment, which would delete 
the entire first sentence of the “Therefore” paragraph.  The substitute motion was 
approved and became the main amendment.  The amendment was approved. 

Bob Blackburn moved to table Action Item 26 until tomorrow.  The motion to table was 
defeated on a standing count vote of 216 yes, 334 no, and 11 abstain. 

Lawrence McGuinn moved the previous question.  The motion to close debate was 
approved. 

Action Item 26 was approved as amended. 

Dan O’Neill, Managing Director for the Central Conference Pension Initiative, spoke 
about the Initiative.  He noted that last year the Wisconsin Annual Conference set a goal 
of $500,000 to be raised over five years for the CCPI, and that over $180,000 of that 
amount has been paid or pledged to date. 

Perry Huyck, Executive Director of United Methodist Children’s Services of 
Milwaukee, shared information about the ministry of UMCS, which is one of the Health 
and Welfare Ministries affiliated with the Wisconsin Annual Conference.  

Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, continued the Joint Report of the Cabinet and 
Lay Leader, celebrating the ministries of Wisconsin United Methodist Congregations.  
She introduced Matt Hadley and Brad Laux from Still Waters Community UMC in 
Jackson.  Still Waters, which was a new church start 13 years ago, has now grown to over 
500 members.  They shared information and pictures about the exciting ministries that are 
taking place at Still Waters church. 

Diane Fite and Mary Pryor from the Oconto Falls United Methodist Church shared a 
presentation and video about the “Kingdom Come Food Pantry” ministry of several 
congregations in that community.  

The Secretary read announcements. 

Bishop Lee recessed the conference for the evening meal. 
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Tuesday Evening 
Members and friends of the Conference gathered in the Worship Area at 7:30 pm for the 
Service of Commissioning and Recognition of Ministries. 

The service began with music provided by “Revelation,” the Praise Band from the Fall 
River United Methodist Church.  The Processional Song was “It Is You.”  Bishop Lee 
offered words of welcome and introduction.  Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, 
read the scripture lesson from Ephesians 4:1-16.  Rev. Jeremy Deaner, a Newly Ordained 
Elder of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, gave the sermon. The congregation then sang 
“Would I Have Answered When You Called.”  An offering was taken to support the 
Central Conference Pension Initiative of The United Methodist Church. 

The Revelation Praise Band played special music entitled “Revelation Song.” 

Rev. Forrest Clark, Chairperson of the Order of Elders, presented the following persons 
to be commissioned as Provisional Elders: 

 
Maribel Celiz 

 Paul E. Gregersen 
 Steven R. Hanusa 
 Dawn Helton-Anishinaabeqwa 
 David O. Leistra 

 Stephen P. Scott 
 Jane Sommers 
 Loretta E. Waughtal 
 Barbara R. Wells 
 M. Park Hunter 

He noted that M. Park Hunter is being commissioned at the North Carolina Annual 
Conference as a courtesy to the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

Rev. Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, Chairperson of the Order of Deacons, presented the 
following persons to be commissioned as Provisional Deacons: 

 Amy Jo Ann Anderson 
 Susan Angus Haller 
 Becky Schmidt 

Rev. Richard Strait, Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry, presented the 
following persons who transfer from another denomination, for recognition of their 
ordination as elders while serving the Provisional Membership period: 

 Nhia Wahn Her (Southern Baptist) 
 Martha F. Williams (Evangelical Covenant Church) 

Rev. Gail Mitchell, Chairperson of the Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate 
Members, presented the following persons to be licensed as local pastors: 

 
Eduardo De La Cruz 

 Afi M. Dobbins 
 Jennifer Emert 
 G. Wiley Gladney 
 Greta Heitpas 

 Kathleen M. Huneywell 
 Juan Francisco Mayorga 
 Laura M. Nordstrom 
 Jeffrey L. Radley 
 Mary Beth Scow 

Bishop Lee asked the congregation to give its assent to the commissioning, recognition, 
and licensing of these persons.  It was given by affirmation. 
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Bishop Lee presented Licenses as Local Pastors to those who are being licensed at this 
session of the annual conference. 

Bishop Lee then asked the newly elected Provisional Members the questions prescribed 
for commissioning and recognition. They all responded appropriately. She asked those to 
be commissioned as Provisional Deacons the specific questions for the ministry of the 
Deacon. They all responded appropriately. Each was commissioned as a Provisional 
Member of the Annual Conference.  Bishop Lee then recognized the Ordination of those 
transferring as Provisional Elders into The United Methodist Church from other 
denominations.  

Members of the Class of 2010 Retirees presented gifts to those licensed, commissioned, 
and recognized. 

The Women’s Chorus of Trinity United Methodist Church in Beaver Dam sang the 
anthem, “Shoes.” 

Bishop Lee celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  The newly commissioned 
Provisional Members and newly licensed local pastors served the gathered congregation. 
During the Sharing of the Bread and the Cup the Revelation Praise Band offered 
appropriate music.  The Women’s Chorus from Trinity UMC sang “Be Thou My 
Vision.” 

After Words of Sending Forth, the congregation sang the closing hymn, “Lead On O 
King Eternal.” 

Following the Commissioning service, the congregation greeted the newly commissioned 
and licensed ministers at a reception which was held in the Ballroom of the La Crosse 
Center. 

Members of the cabinet participating in the service were: Rev. Stephen J. Polster, Rev. 
Ann Spindt Henschel, Rev. Jorge Mayorga Solis, Rev. Gordon Lind, and Rev. Sam 
Royappa. Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry served as ushers and greeters for 
the service. 

Wednesday Morning, June 16, 2010 
Bishop Lee called the conference to order at 8:08 a.m. 

Steve Polster led the conference in singing “I will Call Upon the Lord” 

Bishop Lee offered an opening prayer. 

Janis Best made the following motion: 

Be it resolved that we the people of the Wisconsin Annual Conference in solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters of the Gulf Coast, grieve for the tragedy that has come 
to the land, the sea, the creatures and the people of that region.  

As children of God who sees the tiniest sparrow fall, we offer our compassion, our 
concern, our love, and our prayers. 

We ask our Bishop to send this resolution to the Bishops of the Gulf Coast region 
and further request that contact information for those Episcopal Offices be posted on 
our Conference website for individual sharing of support as desired. 
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The motion was approved. 

Members of the conference viewed a “Rethink Church” video provided by United 
Methodist Communications. 

Lamarr Gibson presented the report of the Board of Congregation and Circuit 
Development. 

Ric Olson presented Revised Action Item 15: Proposed Rewrite of Conference Policy 
10.10.5: Apportionment Adjustment for New Faith Communities Development, 
which was approved for distribution on Monday.  

Revised Action Item 15 was approved. 

Gibson presented Action Item 24: Conference Budget Reduction Percentage 
Resolution.  He moved  

“that Action Item #24 be referred to the Discipleship Leadership Team and that 
the Annual Conference direct the Discipleship Leadership Team to develop a 
funding priority protocol or formula as recommended by Action Item #24 to 
include all program and administrative Boards and Agencies of the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference.  Such protocol or formula to be completed prior to the 
commencement of the CF&A budgeting process in 2011 and used by CF&A in 
creating the 2012 budget for the Wisconsin Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.” 

Following considerable discussion, Fran Deaner moved the previous question.  The 
motion to close debate was approved. 

The motion to refer Action Item 24 to the Discipleship Leadership Team was approved. 

Gibson presented the report of the East Angola Task Force. 

Gail Burgess, Chair of the Board of Global Ministries, presented a Health and Welfare 
Ministries report about Parish Nursing Ministries on behalf of Velma Hockenberry.   

Ann Spindt Henschel, Superintendent of the Chippewa and Heartland Districts, presented 
Action Item 18: Closing of Bay City United Methodist Church.  Action Item 18 was 
approved. 

Henschel led the conference in a time of prayer of thanksgiving for the ministries that 
have taken place through the Bay City United Methodist Church. 

Bishop Lee and the District Superintendents read the changes in clergy appointments for 
the 2010-2011 Conference year.  Bishop Lee declared the appointments fixed. 

Bishop Lee gave the District Superintendents and the Clergy Assistant to the Bishop “low 
water drought tolerant plants” as an expression of thanks for their work.  She noted that 
this particular plant was chosen because the members of the cabinet travel so much in 
their work that she wanted to be sure to give them a plant that will be “alive” when they 
do get home. 

Bishop Lee announced that Sam Royappa, Superintendent of the Capital and Coulee 
Districts, will be dean of cabinet for 2010 – 2011. 

Bishop Lee thanked Bill White for his 18 years of service as Conference Chancellor. 
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She thanked the Regional Office Administrators Sherry Malone, Barb Ridgely, Bunny 
Smith, and Barb Franken – and all those who assist administratively to facilitate the work 
of the conference. 

She presented a gift to Cindy Churan, Episcopal Office Administrator, in appreciation for 
her work. 

The Committee on Hispanic Latino Ministries presented a video about several of the 
Hispanic ministries of the Annual Conference. 

Lucas Hernandez Miranda thanked the conference for its support of Hispanic – Latino 
ministries.  He spoke in Spanish, and Rey Diaz translated. 

Wesley White presented Action Item 17:  Proposed Amendment to Conference Rule 
3.3.2: Membership of Conference Program Boards. 

George Affeldt moved to refer Action Item 17 to the Discipleship Leadership Team.  
The motion to refer was approved. 

White presented Action Item 19: Resolution Regarding Anti-Gay Legislation.  Bishop 
Lee ruled this action item out of order because one annual conference session may not 
direct another annual conference session to take specific actions. 

Mark Geisthardt, Chairperson of the Council on Finance and Administration, and Lisa 
King, Conference Treasurer, presented the General Council on Finance and 
Administration’s 100% Apportionment Payment Recognition Certificate to the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference.   This is the 21st year in a row that the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference has paid 100% of its General Conference apportionments.  Bishop Lee 
received the certificate on behalf of the Annual Conference.  Geisthardt noted that this 
practice, which is in our Conference Rules, must be “in our DNA.” 

Tom Lambrecht, Chairperson of the Conference Rules Committee, moved to suspend 
Conference Rule 1.1.3, which requires that proposed rules changes be presented at least 
24 hours prior to taking a vote.   The motion to suspend the rules was approved. 

Lambrecht moved to amend Conference Rule 2.3.3 by making the following changes: 

Amend the second sentence of 2.3.3 and add “, proposed consent agenda 
(routine items acted upon annually)” after “The proposed agenda” 

After this second sentence add the following: “Once the Proposed Consent 
Agenda has been placed before the Annual Conference, opportunity will be 
given at that time to remove items from the Proposed Consent Agenda. Removal 
of an item from the Proposed Consent Agenda shall require at least 100 votes. 
Any items removed from the Proposed Consent Agenda shall be placed on the 
Regular Agenda for consideration by the Conference during a later plenary 
session. The Annual Conference will then vote on the items remaining on the 
Proposed Consent Agenda during the opening plenary session.” 

Corresponding changes will also be made in Rule 3.3.9b 

The motion to amend Rule 2.2.3 was approved. 

Dan Dick, Director of Connectional Ministries, recognized the recipients of the following 
awards: 
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 Perry Saito Award: Steve Schooler 

 Thelma W. Gregg Award: Patty Henrichs 

 Harry Denman Evangelism Award:  Annette Lewis, Laity, and Creighton 
Kaye and Stan Pegram, Clergy 

 Years of Service Awards to clergy who have served in ministry for 70+, 60, 50, 
and 25 years. 

The awards and the recipients are described in the Awards and Recognitions Booklet.  He 
invited conference members to greet the award recipients during the morning break time  

Wesley White noted that the Perry Saito Award also included the members of the 
Disaster Relief Team.  Dick asked all of those who are part of the Disaster Relief team to 
stand and be recognized. 

There were a number of moments of personal privilege. 

The Secretary read announcements. 

Bishop recessed conference for the morning break. 

Bishop Lee reconvened the conference following the morning break at 10:08 a.m. 

She introduced the leaders of the Conference Council on Youth Ministries. 

Ben Chojnacki shared information about “Project Russia,” which is one of the CCYM’s 
mission projects. 

The youth thanked Bishop Lee for her support of youth ministries, and gave her a group 
picture of the youth. 

Warren Waddell, one of the youth advisors for the Annual Conference, spoke about the 
many youth ministries of the Conference. 

Dan Dick led the conference in the third session of the “Community in Conversation” 
around the issue of homosexuality.  He invited the conference to “Live Into God’s 
Future” and to focus on the possibilities that God has put before us.  He led the 
conference in prayer, and in the singing of “This is a Day of New Beginnings.” 

The questions for discussion around the tables during this time were: 

• Share one hope or dream you have for the Wisconsin Annual Conference as we 
live into the future. 

• What do you believe is the greatest challenge we need to address as an Annual 
Conference? 

• What are the greatest strengths of the Wisconsin Annual Conference? 
• What do you believe God is calling the Wisconsin Annual Conference to 

become in the next ten years? 

There was a time of discussion, followed by sharing of thoughts and ideas. 
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Lamarr Gibson moved: 

“that the Annual Conference direct the Bishop to appoint a team to plan and provide 
for the implementation of a conference-wide education and dialogue on human 
sexuality and sexual orientation that will have the objective of creating General 
Conference resolutions to enable persons of differing theologies and orientations to 
live and practice our common faith and denominational life in an atmosphere of 
healthy and constructive co-existence. The planning team will be composed of 
persons from the GLBT and non-GLBT communities, including persons neutral to, 
supportive of, and not supportive of GLBT concerns and issues. The Planning Team 
will be ongoing, but will report initial findings to the 2011 Annual Conference. The 
decision making process will be governed by Christian Conferencing principles and 
consensus building.” 

Steve Zekoff raised a point of order – that the Annual Conference is not currently in a 
time of plenary but rather a time of informal conversation. 

Bishop Lee set the motion aside until we return to plenary time. 

Bishop Lee thanked people for their participation in the times of conversation that we 
have had at this annual conference session around the issue of homosexuality.  She then 
led the conference in a time of prayer. 

Steve Zekoff, Flood Recovery Program Director, presented a video about the Flood 
Recovery Grant Distribution program. 

Zekoff then reported on Flood Recovery Program.  He shared stories of how United 
Methodists were immediately involved in flood relief following the devastating floods of 
the summer of 2008.  He also described the long term relief programs that the church has 
been administering and thanked all of those who have been involved. 

Wendell Williams presented Action Item 25: Resolution Regarding Our Current 
Crisis.  

Bishop Lee ruled Point 3 of Action Item 25 out of order, because it would violate the 
trust clause provisions of the Book of Discipline related to United Methodist Church 
property. 

Marianne Cotter moved to amend Action Item 25 by adding the following sentence 
following Point 2: 

“That a clergy day be held in the spring of 2011 for clergy to discuss these ideas after 
circuits have had a chance to study them together.” 

The motion to amend Action Item 25 was defeated. 

Action Item 25: (Points 1 and 2) was approved as revised. 

Mark Geisthardt, Chairperson of the Conference Council on Finance and Administration, 
moved the adoption of Action Item 22: Proposed 2011 Conference Budget. 

Carolyn Saunders raised a point of order – that the Gibson motion which was set aside 
may have financial implications and needs to be considered prior to considering the 2011 
Budget.  Bishop Lee recognized Lamarr Gibson to bring his motion back before the 
conference. 
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Gibson moved: 

“that the Annual Conference direct the Bishop to appoint a team to plan and provide 
for the implementation of a conference-wide education and dialogue on human 
sexuality and sexual orientation that will have the objective of creating General 
Conference resolutions to enable persons of differing theologies and orientations to 
live and practice our common faith and denominational life in an atmosphere of 
healthy and constructive co-existence. The planning team will be composed of 
persons from the GLBT and non-GLBT communities, including persons neutral to, 
supportive of, and not supportive of GLBT concerns and issues. The Planning Team 
will be ongoing, but will report initial findings to the 2011 Annual Conference. The 
decision making process will be governed by Christian Conferencing principles and 
consensus building.” 

Following considerable discussion Steve Zekoff moved the previous question.  The 
motion to close debate was approved. 

The Gibson motion was approved on a standing count vote of 276 yes, 247 no, 29 
abstain. 

Andy Oren asked for information about how the approval of this motion might affect the 
2011 budget.  Mark Geisthardt reported that the impact of the motion was not significant 
enough to require referral to the Implications Committee. 

The secretary read announcements. 

Bishop Lee recessed the conference for lunch at 12:05 pm. 

Wednesday Afternoon, June 16, 2010 
Members of the conference gathered at 1:30 for the afternoon plenary session. 

Kevin Rice Myers led the conference in singing “Glorify Thy Name.” 

Bishop Lee recognized Mark Geisthardt, who resumed presentation of the 2011 
Proposed Budget. 

Ben Chojnacki, speaking on behalf of the Conference Council on Youth Ministries, 
moved: 

“that the Wisconsin Annual Conference instruct the personnel committee to recruit 
by September 30, 2010 a full-time Conference Youth Coordinator in consultation 
with representatives of the CCYM.” 

Dawn Jeffers Ramstad moved the following substitute motion: 

That the Personnel Committee begin working on the youth/young adult position for 
the Conference by September 30, 2010 and report their work by Annual Conference 
2011.  

Following discussion, the Ramstad substitute motion was withdrawn. 

Fran Deaner moved to refer the Chojnacki motion to the Personnel Committee. 

There was a request that the Conference Personnel Committee work with the CCYM & 
Young Adult Ministries in this matter.  
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The motion to refer was approved with the understanding that the Personnel Committee 
will work with the CCYM in this matter. 

The 2011 Proposed Budget was approved as presented. 

Geisthardt recognized Lisa King, Conference Treasurer.  He thanked King and the 
Finance and Administration Staff for their hard work on behalf of the Annual 
Conference. 

Steve Zekoff presented Action Item 16: Proposed Addition to Conference Policy 
60.4.0: Minimum Parsonage Equipment, and to Conference Policy 130.1.0: 
Minimum Standards for Local Churches.  This proposed policy change will require 
both carbon monoxide detectors and smoke detectors in all conference parsonages and 
churches. 

Action Item 16 was approved. 

Jorge Mayorga Solis introduced the Joint Presentation of the Cabinet and Lay Leader.  
He highlighted some of the ways that Wisconsin United Methodists are bearing fruit for 
Jesus Christ worldwide through partnerships, mission projects and other ventures. 

Bill Helwig and Donna Veatch shared a PowerPoint presentation about the Cuba Mission 
Partnership. 

Deana Shimko, Associate Conference Lay Leader, and Grace Baldridge, pastor at 
Caldwell UMC, shared a presentation about the Cambodia Wells Project. 

Dorthy Radley, Conference Lay Leader, thanked Bishop Lee for her support and 
encouragement of the Board of Lay Ministry and collaboration/teamwork between laity 
and clergy. 

She then expressed her appreciation to the District Superintendents for their support of 
the District Lay Leaders, and to Gordon Lind, the Cabinet representative to the Board of 
Lay Ministry. 

Deb Ivanoff-Hastings, Chairperson of the Conference Nominations Committee, presented 
the Nominations Report for 2010-2011.  She noted that there have been a number of 
editorial additions and corrections to the printed report. 

Bishop Lee asked the conference to receive the changes that have been submitted to the 
nominations committee.  The conference expressed its approval by affirmation. 

Ivanoff-Hastings moved that the nominations report be approved as corrected.  The 
motion was approved. 

Ivanoff Hastings moved “that the Nominations Committee be authorized to continue to 
work to fill vacancies that may occur during the year.”   The enabling motion was 
approved. 

Listowel Ayensu-Mensa presented the following motion: 

As a Conference committed to promoting love, serenity, and unity in conversation as 
Christ’s followers, let us resolve to do away with any human development, including 
the use of any regalia that will promote division at all our gatherings and help raise 
tension in conversations, with effect from the close of this gathering. 
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The motion was defeated. 

Freddie Kirk, Co-Chair of the Commission on Status and Role of Women, presented the 
COSROW Monitoring Report for this Annual Conference Session. 

Claudia Deede, Chair of the Program and Arrangements Committee, presented the 
final report of the committee.  She announced that the 2011 Annual Conference session 
will be held at the Chula Vista Hotel in Wisconsin Dells from June 12-15, 2011. 

Bishop Lee expressed her appreciation to the Program and Arrangements Committee and 
the Conference staff for all of their work in facilitating the Annual Conference Session. 

Andy Oren presented the monitoring report from the Commission on Religion and 
Race. 

Members of the Conference watched a video showing highlights of this Annual 
Conference session.  

Grace Cajiuat led the Conference in singing “Open Our Eyes, Lord.” 

The secretary read announcements. 

Bishop thanked Michele Virnig, Director of Communications, and the communications 
team, and Dan Dick, Director of Connectional Ministries, for their work in facilitating the 
Annual Conference Session. 

Bishop Lee offered words of reflection about the Annual Conference session and the 
ongoing work of the church.  She invited the members of the Conference to go in peace, 
to give wholeheartedly, to love abundantly, and to serve by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Cajiuat led the conference in singing “Sent out in Jesus Name.” 

The 41st session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference adjourned Sine Die at 3:22 pm. 

The foregoing is a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 

Kevin Rice Myers, Conference Secretary 
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CLERGY SESSION 
OF THE  

WISCONSIN ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
HELD IN SOUTH HALL B OF THE  

LA CROSSE CENTER 
LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN 

SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2010, 3:00 P.M. 
 

Bishop Linda Lee called the Clergy Session of the 2010 Wisconsin Annual Conference to 
order at 3:00 p.m. and offered words of welcome and greeting.  She then led the clergy 
session in an opening prayer. 

Richard Strait, Chairperson of the Board of Ordained Ministry also welcomed those 
present to the Clergy Session. 

Strait asked Bishop Lee to indicate who is to be present and voting in the Clergy Session. 

Bishop Lee responded that all clergy members of the conference – including deacons, 
elders, provisional members, local pastors and student pastors under full and part-time 
appointment to a pastoral charge – and lay members of the Board of Ordained Ministry 
may be present and have voice in the Clergy Session. Only Elders and Deacons in Full 
Connection who are members of the Wisconsin Annual Conference and lay members of 
the Board of Ordained Ministry may vote. 

Strait moved “that all clergy members of other annual conferences or denominations who 
are appointed to serve Wisconsin United Methodist Churches be granted permission to be 
present in the Clergy Session with voice.”  The motion was approved. 

Strait introduced Forrest Clark, Chairperson of the Order of Elders.  Clark introduced 
those persons who are to be Ordained as Elders and/or received into Full Membership at 
this session of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

Clark presented Question 31b: Who are elected as members in full connection? 
Following speeches of affirmation, the clergy session voted on each candidate for full 
membership individually. 

William A. Busch, Jeremy Reed Deaner, George James Kafer, Arveda Ann “Freddie 
Kirk, Joshua D. Pegram, and Carrie Lynn Krepps Wegenast were elected as Clergy 
Members in Full Connection in the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 

Clark presented Questions 33a: Who are elected for ordination as elders?    He noted 
that Carrie Wegenast has already been ordained in another denomination and her orders 
were recognized two years ago.  He moved that the following persons be Ordained as 
Elders in The United Methodist Church: 

William A. Busch, Jeremy Reed Deaner, George James Kafer, Arveda Ann 
“Freddie Kirk, and Joshua D. Pegram. 

The Clergy Session voted on each candidate individually, and all were granted Elder’s 
Orders. 
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Richard Strait introduced Dawn Jeffers Ramstad, Chair of the Order of Deacons.  
Ramstad noted that for the first time in several years, the Board is presenting candidates 
for Provisional Membership and Commissioning to the Ministry of the Deacon.  She 
described the specialized ministry of the Deacon to the Clergy Session.   

Ramstad presented Question 28a(1): Who are elected as Probationary (provisional) 
Deacons (under ¶324.4a,c).  She introduced the following candidates for election and 
commissioning as Provisional Deacons: 

 Amy Jo Ann Anderson 
 Susan Angus Haller 
 Becky Jo Schmidt 

The Clergy Session voted on each candidate individually, and they were all elected as 
Provisional Deacons. 

Forrest Clark presented Question 28b(1): Who are elected as Probationary 
(provisional) Elders (under ¶324)?  He introduced the following candidates for 
commissioning as Provisional Elders: 

Maribel Mariz-Celiz 
Paul Elwood Gregersen 
Steven R. Hanusa 
Dawn Helton-Anishinaabeqwa 
Martin Park Hunter 

David O. Leistra 
Stephen P. Scott 
Jane Elizabeth Sommers 
Loretta Elizabeth Waughtal 
Barbara Ann Wells 

Clark then presented Question 30a: Who are Received from Other Christian 
Denominations as Provisional Members, and Question 39b: What Clergy, coming 
from other Christian Denominations, have had their orders recognized?”  He 
introduced Nhia Wahn Her, who is transferring from the Southern Baptist Church, and 
Martha F. (Marty) Williams, who is transferring from the Evangelical Covenant Church. 

Clark then moved move that these persons be elected or received as provisional elders of 
the Wisconsin Annual Conference, and commissioned for Pastoral Ministry in The 
United Methodist Church.” 

The Clergy Session voted on each candidate individually, and each was approved. 

Jorge Luis Mayorga Solis, Dean of the Cabinet, presented the Cabinet’s response to 
Question 17: Are all the clergy members of the conference blameless in their life and 
official administration?  Those present in the clergy session read the cabinet’s response 
to Question 17 in unison. 

Richard Strait introduced Kevin Rice Myers, the Executive Secretary of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, who continued the presentation of the Board’s report. 

He presented Question 18a: Committee on Investigation, and noted that this committee 
is elected for the quadrennium.  There are no changes in the list of members of this 
committee since last year. 

He presented Question 18b: Administrative Review Committee, and again noted that 
this committee is elected for the quadrennium, and that there have been no changes in the 
membership of the committee since last year. 

He presented Questions 19 and 20 for information. 
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Rice Myers presented Question 21a: Who are approved as full time local pastors, 
adding the name of Juan Franciso Mayorga to the printed list. 

Question 21a was approved. 

He presented Question 21b: Who are approved as part-time local pastors?, deleting 
the name of Juan Franciso Mayorga from the printed list. It was approved. 

He presented Question 21c: Who are approved as student local pastors?, noting that 
the 2008 Book of Discipline has been changed so that only students from other annual 
conferences of The United Methodist Church are included in this category.  Question 21c 
was approved. 

Rice Myers noted that he had not received official notice that any of the Licensed Local 
Pastors had completed the Course of Study since last year, but that several are looking 
forward to completing it in 2010. 

Rice Myers moved that Question 21 be approved in its entirety.  It was approved.  

He presented Question 22: Who have been discontinued as local pastors? for 
information. 

He presented Question 24a: Clergy from other Annual Conferences and Question 
24b: Clergy from Other Methodist Denominations for information, and noted that the 
following persons’ names are appearing in this list for the first time this year: Dee 
Webber, Susan May, Brenda Wingfield.  He noted that Nancy Lanman, a member of the 
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference serving in Wisconsin, was ordained as a 
Deacon in Full Connection at their Annual Conference Session this year.  He invited 
these persons to stand and be recognized, and then invited all clergy serving among us 
from other Conferences or Methodist Denominations to stand and be recognized.  The 
Clergy Session greeted them with a round of applause. 

He presented Question 25: Clergy from Other Christian Denominations, noting that 
Steven Rice is appearing in this list for the first time this year.  He invited all clergy from 
Other Christian Denominations who are serving among us to stand and be recognized.  
The Clergy Session greeted them with a round of applause. 

Question 25 was approved. 

Rice Myers presented Question 26b: Affiliate Members Without Vote. Question 26b 
was approved. 

He presented Question 29b: Those continued as Provisional Elders, for information. 

He presented Question 37: Those received by transfer from other annual 
conferences, for information, and invited those present to stand and be recognized. 

He presented Question 38: Those received by transfer from other Methodist 
denominations, for information, and invited those present to stand and be recognized. 

He presented Question 41: Those transferred out to other annual conferences, for 
information, and invited those present to stand and be recognized. 

He presented Questions 43a(2) (Honorable Location) for information. 
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He noted that we will come back to Question 44a in a few minutes, and then presented 
Question 44b for information. 

He presented Question 45: Who have had their status as honorably located and their 
orders terminated?, indicating that Barbara Miller has surrendered her credentials as an 
Elder on Honorable Location, but is now appointed as a Licensed Local Pastor.  He noted 
that P. Harvey Stower, who retired on Honorable Location last year, passed away 
unexpectedly last September, but that there is no other place in the Business of the 
Annual Conference to report the death of a clergy person on honorable location.  
Question 45 was approved. 

He presented Question 48a and 48c: Those who have died since last Annual 
Conference, noting also the deaths of P. Harvey Stower and Robert Quinlan, both on 
Honorable Location, and Kennedy Annor, a Presbyterian pastor from Ghana who served 
in Wisconsin from 2000 to 2005.  These deaths are reported in Question 84. 

After the names of all those who have died were read, there was a time of silent prayer in 
memory of these colleagues in ministry, and Bishop Lee offered prayer. 

Rice Myers presented Question 49: Those appointed to other Annual Conferences, for 
information. 

Rice Myers presented Questions 50a and 50c: Those on Voluntary Leave of Absence, 
noting that the 2008 General Conference renamed the types of Voluntary Leave to 
include Personal Leave, Family Leave, and Transitional Leave. He noted changes that 
have taken place in the list as a result of this change by the General Conference. The 
Clergy Session voted on those who have been on Voluntary Leave of Absence for less 
than five years.  It was approved.  The Clergy Session then voted on those who have 
been on Voluntary Leave of Absence for more than five years.  It was approved by the 
necessary two-thirds majority. 

He presented Question 50d: Who have had their leave of absence terminated since 
the last session of the annual conference? for information. 

He presented Question 52a: Who have been granted incapacity leave since the last 
session of the annual conference? for information. 

He presented Question 52c: Who are granted incapacity leave at this session?  
Question 52c was approved. 

Rice Myers presented Questions 44a, 53a and 56a: Clergy Retirements This Year 

Rice Myers invited all those who are retiring this year to come forward and be 
recognized.  The Clergy Session thanked the retirees for their ministry with a standing 
ovation.  Bishop Lee greeted each of the retirees personally, and thanked them for their 
service. Questions 44a, 53a and 56a were approved by affirmation. 

He presented Questions 53b, 54b, and 56b for information, deleting the name of John 
Andrew Husband from question 56b.  

Rice Myers presented Questions 57, 58, and 59, which are statistical charts and tables.  
He reported that these charts have been re-organized for this quadrennium. He noted the 
following changes in the demographics of the clergy of the annual conference: an 
increasing percentage of retirees, an increasing percentage of female clergy, an increasing 
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percentage of clergy from racial/ethnic groups other than “white,” and that we now have 
one Native American clergyperson in the conference.  He noted that the numbers 
presented in the chart match the printed appointment list, but that there may be some 
changes in these numbers prior to the July 1 cutoff date for printing the Conference 
Journal. 

Bishop Lee recessed the Clergy Session for a short break. 

Following the break, Bishop Lee called the Clergy Session back to order. 

The Clergy Session recognized Solomon Cramer, who at 99 is now the oldest clergy 
member of the Annual Conference, for his 75 years of ministry. 

Rice Myers noted that Questions 60 through 65, report actions concerning persons who 
are certified in specialized areas of ministry.  He presented Question 60: Who are the 
candidates in process for certification in specialized ministry? for information, 
deleting the name of Janis Blean-Kachigan. 

Rice Myers presented Question 61: Who is certified in specialized ministry?   He 
described the nature of Certification in Specialized Ministries, and announced that Janis 
Blean-Kachigan has completed the requirements for Certification in Spiritual Formation.  
Bishop Lee invited Blean-Kachigan to come forward. The Bishop presented the 
Certificate to her, and offered prayer.  The Clergy Session recognized Blean-Kachigan 
with a round of applause. 

Rice Myers noted that Questions 66 through 75 report actions concerning Diaconal 
Ministers, and that there are no changes this year.   

Rice Myers presented Question76a: Associate Members, Elders and Probationary 
Members approved for less than full time appointment.  He noted that Michael 
Weigand is appointed ¼ time.  This is a correction to the printed list. 

The clergy session voted on the list of those who have been appointed less than full time 
for eight years or less.  It was approved by the necessary two-thirds majority.  The clergy 
session then voted on the list of those who have been appointed less than full time for 
more than eight years.  It was approved by the necessary three-fourths majority. 

Rice Myers presented Question 76b: Deacons approved for less than full time service, 
noting that this does not require approval of the Clergy Session. 

He presented Questions 77, 78, 80a and 80b for information. 

He presented Question 80c: Those appointed to other valid ministries under the 
provisions of ¶344.1d.  It was approved by the necessary two-thirds majority. 

Janet Ellinger raised a question regarding possible charges against one of the clergy 
members appointed to extension ministry.  Bishop Lee indicated that she has not, as of 
this time, received a written complaint against the clergy person in question, and that if a 
complaint is received, the procedures of the Book of Discipline will be followed. 

Rice Myers presented Question 81: Who are appointed as Deacons? for information.  
He added the name of Becky J. Schmidt (PD), Lead Rehabilitation Therapist, Aurora 
Visiting Nurse Association, to the printed list. 

He presented Question 82 for information. 
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He presented Question 83 for information, noting that Richard Whitaker is the only 
active Diaconal Minister still serving in the Wisconsin Conference 

He presented Question 84: Personal notations.  He noted that one correction to the 2007 
Business of the Annual Conference, the addition of the name of Rafael Cubilette to the 
list of those approved as Part-Time Local Pastors, requires approval of the Clergy 
Session.  It was approved. 

Rice Myers presented Question 85 for information, noting that next year’s Annual 
Conference Session will be held from June 12-15, 2011.  The location of the 2011 
Annual Conference Session will be announced later in the Conference during a Plenary 
Session. 

Rice Myers moved the adoption of the entire report of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry. It was approved. 

Richard Strait thanked all of those who have assisted the Board of Ordained Ministry in 
its task of recruitment, nurture and credentialing of clergy in the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, and invited everyone who has been involved in the work of the Board during 
this past year to stand.  

He noted that this completes the presentation of the Report of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry.  The report was affirmed by the Clergy Session. 

Bishop Lee thanked Strait and the members of the Board of Ordained Ministry for their 
work.  She thanked Kevin Rice Myers for his work as Executive Secretary of the Board 
and as Conference Secretary, and Dale Hanaman, Secretary of the Board, for taking the 
minutes of this meeting.   

Instructions and information were given about the ordination service, which will be held 
this evening beginning at 7:30 p.m.  

Bishop Lee offered reflections and a closing prayer. 

The clergy session adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
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